
 
 

 

Our History 
 
An interesting concurrence of events precipitated the founding of the NWSA in 1975. Involved on that 
fateful day was the Hoffman Estates Park District, a summer adult sailing program, a mock “regatta,” and 
some curious onlookers. 

 
As the 1976 Commodore, Pat Kellogg, relates, “we wondered if any of the frequent curious onlookers who 
gathered round to see our mock “regatta” at the end of the sailing course had enough of an interest to 
form a sailing club. We called a meeting and about 15 folks responded. The following month, we had an 
organizational meeting and over 30 people showed up.” 

 
The winner of the mock “regatta’, became the commodore and a decision was made to call the club The 
NorthWest Sailing Association. The first meetings were in a restaurant on Higgins Road but soon relocated 
to the Lincoln Savings and Loan in Hoffman Estates since more space was needed. 

 
One of the first public service projects(which generated publicity and a number of new member 
applications)was the safety inspection by the Coast Guard Auxillary. Power and sail boats on their trailers 
lined up for a couple of blocks waiting for inspection of their lights and safety gear. A passerby was heard 
to say, “Where the hell are all those boats going?! 

 
There were pig roasts and potluck picnics at Busse Woods and other parks, Christmas parties and “change-
of-watch” dinners. 

 
Sailing events were at Busse Woods, Lake Geneva, Green Lake, and Lake Michigan with cruises to Door 
County, Milwaukee for Summerfest, South Haven, Charlevoix, and Beaver Island. 
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